Keywords: a-Campholenic aldehyde, ethyl 2-methylacetoacetate, aldol condensation. Ethyl 2-methylacetoacetate (2) (727 mg, 4.53 mmol) was added to a stirred solution of NaH (184 mg, 4.60 mmol) in dioxane (25 mL). Then campholenic aldehyde (1) (707 mg, 3.72 mmol) was added and the mixture refluxed for 15 h. Then 2N HCl (15 mL) was added and the mixture extracted with Et 2 O (3×15 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with 2N HCl (2×15 mL), saturated Na 2 CO 3 (2×15 mL) and brine (3×15 mL). The organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent evaporated under reduced pressure to yield a residue (900 mg) which was purified by distillation under reduced pressure to give the title compound 3 (505 mg, 2.63 mmol, 58%). Molbank 2004 
IR (neat, n, cm -1 ): 1700, 1676 (CO), 3036, 1631, 984 (C=C) . 
